
Ontario has an abundance of fresh water. But it is not for the 
taking - at least not without a permit. 

Under the Ontario Water Resources Act , Environment Ontrio has the 
authority to regulate the amount of water which individuals may take 
from streams, rivers, lakes, ponds and reservoirs as well as from 
groundwater sources. The ministry's program is called the Permit to 
Take Water Program. It is based on section 20 of the act and allows 
the ministry to settle complaints and to regulate the use of surface 
and groundwaters. Those who contravene the act are guilty of an 
offence and subject to a fine. 



Who Needs A Permit 

Under the act, individuals and corporations need a permit: 

• to take more than 50,000 litres (10,000 Imperial gallons) of 
water a day. That is approximately enough water to cover 
one-quarter of a hectare (half an acre) with two centimetres 
(three-quarters of an inch) of water; 

• to use water to irrigate pastures, commercial crops, golf 
courses and public parks as well as to fill a pond used for 
recreation or to supply an aquaculture business. 

You do not need a permit to draw water 

• for ordinary household use; 

• to water livestock, poultry, lawns or home gardens; or 

• to fight fires. 

The permits are available free of charge. 

The Permit to Take Water Program does not guarantee or allocate 
water to the user. The program does try to make sure that everybody 
has enough water. So, if the taking of water from a river, stream, 
lake, reservoir or groundwater source interferes with another 
established use for water, alters the esthetic quality or the natural 
function of the body of water or deprives neighbors of enough water to 
meet their minimum daily needs, the ministry may restrict or prohibit 
the taking of water authorized under the program. This restriction 
may also take effect when there is a drought. 
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For Additional Information 



Complete information on the legislation, the permit and how to apply for 
a permit is contained in the "Permit to Take Water Information Sheet". 
For a copy of the information sheet, an application form or for 
additional information on the Permit to Take Water Program, please 
contact the nearest regional office of Environment Ontario. 



Northwestern Region 
Box 5000 

435 James Street South 
Thunder Bay, Ontario 
P7C 5G6 
(807)475-1205 

West Central Region 
119 King Street North 
Hamilton, Ontario 
L8P 4T9 
(416)521-7640 

Central Region 
7 Overlea Boulevard 
Toronto, Ontario 
M4H 1A8 
(416)424-3000 



Southeastern Region 
Box 820 

133 Dalton Street 
Kingston, Ontario 
K7L 4X6 
(613)549-4000 

Northeastern Region 
199 Larch Street 
Sudbury, Ontario 
P3E 5P9 
(705)675-4501 

Southwestern Region 

985 Adelaide Street South 

London, Ontario 

N6E 1V3 

(519)661-2200 




